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This pack includes resources developed to 
support school leaders and teachers to 
understand and take action on insights into 
students at risk of disengagement.

For full details and guidance on using 
these resources, including summary 
information from case study schools
and national and international research, 
download the Insights for Early Action guide 
from the publications page on 
the Bastow website.

https://www.bastow.vic.edu.au/learning-resources/publications
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What are predictors?
Predictors are used ‘to correctly identify the students who will 
drop out, without mistakenly flagging students who would have 
graduated anyway [or] missing students who are actually at risk 
of dropping out’.

Research shows that the most accurate dropout predictors 
examine trajectories of student achievement (e.g. mathematics 
achievement from Years 7–12) or student engagement (e.g. 
student engagement trajectories from Years 8–12) over long 
periods of time.

The next most accurate type of dropout predictors are those 
based on simple cross-sectional, school-based data such as 
grades. It is more accurate to combine multiple predictors and 
cast the net wide (i.e. select students who have predictor x or 
predictor y rather than selecting only students 
who have predictor x and predictor y).





There are many types of overt and subtle signs that educators may observe in students. A student may 
exhibit a combination of signs and educators should use their professional judgement as to whether a 
student is at risk of disengagement. 



Reflective questions 
1. How do you and other staff at your school define 

student disengagement and being ‘at risk’ of 
disengagement?

2. What are the ways in which you might engage with 
wellbeing staff and Victorian Department of 
Education and Training regional staff in the early 
identification of students at risk of disengagement?

3. How might you and other staff work more closely 
with neighbouring schools and agencies to improve 
early identification of students at risk of 
disengagement?

4. What kinds of professional learning might you and 
other staff at your school undertake to support the 
collection, analysis and monitoring of data, and to 
work effectively with at-risk students?









Questions to guide reflection… 

• Is our response to these recommendations appropriate?

• Have we missed anything?

• What else should we consider?



Supporting resources 
Full details of the research and case study examples 
are located in the Insights for Early Action paper 
found on the Bastow website, along with the detailed 
literature review. The paper contains further links to 
Department resources you can access to maximise
student engagement.
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